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70) National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK), “Written Submission for the UN
Human Rights Committeé s Consideration of the 5th Periodic Report of the Republic of Korea
on the ICCPR’, (12 September 2023), pg.15-16,

Civil and Political Rights

71) Surya P. Subedi, The eflectiveness of the UN Human Rights System. Reform and the

Judicialisation of Human Rights, (Routledge, 2017), pg.94-95.
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I Abstract

Koreas Labour Rights Issues and their Implications

Discussed in UN Human Rights Mechanism

Jeong, Eun Ju*

It is widely recognized that discussions on labour rights in the international community
take place primarily within the framework of the mechanisms for monitoring the
implementation of ILO’'s Labour Standards. However, the UN Human Rights Mechanisms
also address labour rights issues in the international community and adopt relevant
standards, This article examines labour rights issues in South Korea, which have been
extensively discussed at the United Nations, and explores the impact of UN Human Rights
Mechanisms and ways in which they can be used to promote labour rights, To this end, the
article first examines the content of the right to work under International Human Rights Law,
with particular reference to the General Comments of international human rights treaty
bodies. It then analyses the labour rights issues raised in recent State Reporting procedures

and Individual Communications of human rights treaty bodies.

Drawing upon the comprehensive review of labour rights issues in Korea that have been
highlighted by the international community, this article looks forward to the various ways in
which UN Human Rights Mechanisms can be used to improve labour conditions in Korea,
UN Human Rights Mechanisms have been influential in improving domestic laws and
policies to bring the labour rights situation in line with International Human Rights
Standards, They also furnish invaluable guidance for States parties' compliance with
international human rights norms. The UN Human Rights Committee's fifth periodic review
in October 2023 is expected to ask whether the Korean government should withdraw Article
22 (freedom of association) of the ICCPR, which could lead to further pressure from the
Commiittee to strengthen the State party's obligations to comply with international standards,

However, it is imperative to acknowledge that the limited resources and capabilities of the

*  Ph.D. student in Graduate School of Law at Sogang University, Manager in Department of
Development Strategy and Portfolio Management at Korea International Cooperation Agency
(KOICA)
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government, coupled with inefficiencies in the operationalization of UN Human Rights
Mechanisms, serve as impediments to the implementation of these norms, Consequently,
while taking into account the structural limitations of the UN Human Rights System,
awareness raising, training, and collaborative dialogue with stakeholders should be further
expanded to ensure that our legislative, executive, and judicial functions can properly utilize
the UN Human Rights Mechanisms, On this basis, it is foreseen that the UN Human Rights
Mechanisms can achieve greater effectiveness by addressing an array of issues intersecting

with rights holders, including women, persons with disabilities, and children,

® Key Words Labour rights, UN Human Rights Mechanism, International Human Rights Treaty,
UN Human Rights Council, General Comments



