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I Abstract

Legal Protection of Building Design’ under the
Design Act in Japan

Chihyun KWON"

The Japanese government has revised the Design Act to protect buildings protected by
architectural works under the Copyright Act with design rights as the Japanese Industrial
Structure Council's policy proposal. In the two years since the revised Design Act was
implemented, the interest has been rising, with 1,134 applications and 767 registrations,
with 67.7% registered, for building designs and interior designs. The Japanese government
recognizes the importance of designs of goods, defines buildings as belonging to designs for
the same purpose as goods, and protects "architectural design drawings" that illustrate the
appearance of buildings as designs, to the architectural design, according to the definition
regulations,

The Design Act aims to 'Architectural Design Drawings' with the appearance of the shape,
form, and color of the building, and the Japanese Copyright Act aims to drawings on the
building(Architectural Plans), and there is a difference, Due to such a difference, since
'Architectural Design Drawings' were limited to be protected as architectural works under
the Copyright Act, the scope of protection was expanded by revising the Design Act.
However, although only from the perspective of the drawings, it can be said that the targets
to be protected may be different, the buildings completed by the drawings of both can be
the same. Therefore, in the case of being based on the building which is the target to be
protected in both laws, double protection of design rights and copyrights may occur in the
same building, and it is judged that conflicts between the two laws may arise in the exercise
of rights.

As to the introduction of a system where the building is included in the target to be
protected in the Korean Design Protection Act, such as the Japanese Design Act, the
problems in Japan and the conflict with our copyright law will be thoroughly analyzed, and
the introduction plan should be reviewed after analyzing not only the opinions of the

industry, but also the US Patent Act (design patent) and the European Community Design
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Rules (CDR) etc, together,

® Key Words Building, building design, interior design, architectural works, architectural plans



