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{Abstract)

The Paradox of Principle of Laicité: Discrimination against

Muslims in the Name of Religious Neutrality™

Jung—Eun OH**

2 ¢

The Laicité, a French word, translated into “secularism”, “Religious neutrality”, or
“separation of state and religion”, means the principle to restrict religious markers
and practices in public places while to guarantee religious activities in private area.
This principle denies a privileged position of certain religion. The principle of
Laicité was stipulated by law in 1905, and it was inserted into the French
Constitution in 1946 and in 1958. Nowadays, the Laicité is regarded as one of the
basic values of the French Republic.

The French government applies the Laicité in order to integrate people from
diverse races, cultures and faith. In other words, the government enacted several
laws to restrict religious behaviors in public places where co-exist followers of
diverse religions. However, successive prohibitions imposing muslims, such as the
restriction schoolgirls from wearing islamic headscarf, hijab, in school, in 1989, the
enforcement of the headscarf law in 2004, the ban on wearing burga in 2010, the
ban on burquini in some province in 2017, arouse controversy with the accusation
of discrimination against muslims in France. Besides, French National Assembly
passed so-called “Islamist Separatism Bill” in 2021, which provoke more strong

controversy.

* This research was financially supported by Hansung University.
** Assistant Professor, Migration & Multiculture Track, Hansung University
(mouton3@hansung.ac.kt).
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Some say the Laicité is a means to discriminate against muslims in French
society with preponderance of Catholics. Moreover, a far-right French political party,
“Front National” named “Rassemblement National” since 2018, which reveres
Catholicism, adopted the Laicité as a platform and the party uses it as a means to
vilify immigrants including muslims.

The French government insists on the principle of Laicité with the purpose of
integrating multi-faith French society. Paradoxically, the principle of Laicité arouses

controversy and dispute on discrimination against muslims.

Key words: Laicité, Muslim, Secularism, Clericalism, Headscarf Law
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