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d Abstract

A Study on the Question of Conferral of Standing to Sue upon

Environmental Nongovernmental Organization

Eun Gi, Lee

(Associate Professor, Sogang University Law School)

I tackle on the question of conferral of standing to sue upon environ—
mental nongovernmental organization in this article.

Basically environmental interest is general and collective. Our country's
related acts doesn't confer standing to sue upon nongovernmental organ—
ization except consumers' protection organization and stock exchange— re—
lated organization in traditional concepts of standing. As environmental
problem is related to damages of wide region, lots of adversely affected
peoples and special character of public interest, the class action or action by
organization is needed.

Legal issues of this case was whether neighbouring residents or environ—
mental nongovernmental organizations who are also the third party of ad—
ministrative agency's action have legal interest to sue or not. Qur supreme
court decided that not only neighbors who don't reside in environmental
impact assessment—needed region but also citizens, mountaineers, photogra—
phers, scholars, corporations for environmental protection have not standing
to annul the agency's approval of water power plant construction plan ow—
ing to damages to their environmental interest, because environment—related
acts didn't prescribe their environmental interest as individual, direct, con—

crete interest.
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But American Supreme Court decided that the plaintiff Sierra Club has
standing to sue if it or its members had special interest doing leisure activ—
ities like hiking, camping, canoeing, skiing and etc. in developer's plan pro—
posed Mineral King Valley region. I am inconvenienced by not having such
judicial decision as American Sierra Club case in our country.

Whether environmental nongovernmental organization who is the third
party of administrative agency's action has legal interest to sue or not de—
pends on legislation policy.

Finally I think it is needed to confer standing to sue upon organization for
environmental protection and conservation fighting for public interest to
conserve the Only One Earth for future generation. But I don't deny that it
is confusing question between revitalization of working for the public benefit

and politicalization of judgement.

® Key words Environmental nongovernmental organization, Standing to sue,
: Environmental public interest, Sierra club case, :
Protective norm



