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PROGRAMS, DIVISION 15 INTRODUCTION TO CPS RULES

413-015-0415

CPS Assessment Activities

Whenever possible, the CPS worker must coordinate assessment activities with LEA in the
following situations:

(i) Presence of danger. When the CPS worker has information that indicates that the child is
unsafe right now.

(ii) Family cooperation. When the CPS worker has information that the family may not allow
the CPS worker to observe the alleged victim or other children in the home.

(iii) Protective custody. When the CPS worker has information that a child may need to be
placed in protective custody.

(iv) Child interview. When the CPS worker and the LEA officer must each interview a child,
it is preferable to coordinate the interviews to reduce the number of interactions with the
child.

(v) Worker safety. When the CPS worker has information that indicates the family behavior,
circumstances, or situation could pose a danger to the CPS worker.

(vi) Crime committed. When the CPS worker suspects or receives a report that a crime may

have been committed.
10) RAEA SR/ FSols RadEr|d, TdsolsStd3 i aia 2007, , 20084, 57
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d Abstract

Enhancing Safety of Child Protection Service Workers

Ho—Joong Lee

(Associate Professor, Sogang Unversity Law School)

The Korean justice system in dealing with child abuse encompasses two
distinct subsystems : the criminal justice system and the child protection
system. These subsystems are functioning as separate, and the major mis—
sion of child protection service(CPC) workers is to provide the maltreated
children and their family with appropriate protection services. But many
CPS workers have experienced violence or any other threats to their safety
in working with children's parents or other guardians. This may impede the
effectiveness of child protection intervention.

This paper reviews the interactions between these two subsystems in in—
tervention of child abuse cases and proposes that safety of CPS workers
can be enhanced by structural improvement of cooperation relationship be—
tween CPS workers and police officers. Typically child protection agencies
initially screen out the cases based on many suspicions and other in—
formations, and the cases are referred to police and prosecutors only when
the CPS worker has an opinion that the seriousness of the case justifies the
punishment. This practices expose the CPS worker to serious danger, be—
cause it seems to be that the CPS worker executes their duties just like a
police officer.

So this paper suggests that the coordinate cooperations system between

CPS worker and police officer should be anchored in our two—track system.
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Especially when CPS workers have information that indicates that the fam—
ily behavior or situation could pose a danger to CPS worker, they must co—

ordinate assessment and intervention activities with police officers.

® Key words  Child abuse, Child protection service, Safety protection of CPS
: worker :



