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Average annual hours actually worked per person in employment44)

[ 1994 | 2003 [ 2004 [ 2005 [ 2006 [ 2007 | 2008
Total employment
Australia 1,807 1,734 1,740 1,727 1717 1,717 1,721
Austria - 1,658 1,663 1,652 1,644 1,630 1,631
Belgium 1,554 1,575 1,549 1,565 1,566 1,560 1,568
Canada 1,762 1,734 1,752 1,738 1,738 1,735 1727
Czech Republic 2,043 1,972 1,986 2,002 1,997 1,985 1,992
Denmark 1,548 1,577 1,579 1,579 1,585 1,599 1,610
Finland 1777 1,669 1,688 1,666 1,660 1,651 1,664
France 1,675 1,533 1,561 1,559 1,536 1,553 1,542
Germany 1,547 1,439 1,442 1434 1432 1433 1432
Greece 2133 2116 2064 2081 2150 2122 2120
Hungary 2032 1998 1998 1997 1993 1988 1988
Iceland 1813 1807 1810 1794 1795 1807 1807
Ireland 1883 1671 1668 1654 1642 1631 1601
Ttaly 1857 1826 1826 1819 1815 1817 1802
Japan 1898 1799 1787 1775 1784 1785 1772
Korea 2651 2434 2404 2364 2357 2316 2256
Luxembourg 1709 1630 1586 1570 1580 1515 1555
Mexico - 1857 1849 1909 1883 1871 1893
Netherlands 1384 1363 1362 1375 1389 1390 1389
New Zealand 1849 1813 1827 1810 1787 1771 1753
Norway 1505 1399 1417 1420 1414 1417 1422
Poland - 1984 1983 1994 1985 1976 1969
Portugal 1838 1742 1763 1752 1757 1727 1745
Slovak Republic 1852 1678 1733 1768 1773 1776 1769
Spain 1733 1706 1690 1668 1653 1635 1627
Sweden 1635 1582 1605 1605 1599 1615 1625
Switzerland 1725 1643 1673 1667 1652 1643 1643
Turkey 1886 1943 1918 - - - -
United Kingdom 1740 1677 1672 1676 1671 1673 1653
United States 1836 1800 1802 1800 1801 1798 1792

3 LR7IEHA FAA S RAE s QA v Seyel 22 = &
o W Frre] AA AHgdSE Axd Holth, R A8 Ao wp=
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@ Abstract |

A Study on Legal Contentions concerning Enactment of "Act on Public

Holiday; and Introduction of Alternative Day-off Holiday System

Chun-Kyu Choi
(Researcher, The Institute for Legal Studies of Sogang University)

Recently, the hills related to legislation for the law concerning the public
holidays and introduction of the alternative day-off holiday system as well
have been submitted to the National Assembly, and it's been pending at the
standing committee. Since the public holiday system has been developed ac-
cording to each nation’s history and tradition, politics, economic system, so-
cial conditions, cultural environments, labor relations, the national character,
industrial structure, and geological environments, etc., despite this system is
determined by laws or act, or has been customarily kept, in fact, in the as-
pect of vouching for the right to rest and leisure or equality before the law,
the ongoing discussion for legislation of the public holiday system may be
considered unprecedented.

The researcher closely reviewed the legal contentions concerning 'Bills
on Public Holidays; , and found that this is only to force the private enter-
prises to keep the holiday system being observed by the public officials who
are carrying out their jobs with special public power, and this may stir up
the principle of autonomous agreement, and, because of colliding with the
holiday system provided in the current Labor Standards Act, this will ag-
gravate the burdens of the corporations, so that, in the short-term, legis-
lation of the public holidays shall not be desirable in the aspect of inter-

pretation of the present legal system. Therefore, it shall be required to exert
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best efforts to improve holiday cultures so that the workers utilize the
yvearly paid holidays, etc., which are legally guaranteed now in a more
self-initiated manner.

Nevertheless, it is obvious that improving the concept about the public
holidays held by citizens as well as raising the necessity of legislation for
the public holidays in order to guarantee the basic rights of citizens and to
establish constitutional state should not be denied. If in—-depth and soci-
ety-wide discussions about the related legal system to the holiday system
as prescribed in the pertinent labor laws, and annual paid leave, etc. are
carried out by each social sector, it shall be much desirable to design a hu-
man-friendly public holiday system. By prescribing the minimum or proper
number of public holidays that could be applied in general to the labor rela—
tions in the coming years, they would inspire the people to pick up a sense
of kinship and self-esteem by getting sufficient rest, while thinking over the
meaning of the public holiday.

H0O) Key words  Public Holiday, Alternative Day-off, Weekly Holiday, Regulations on |
: Public Holidays for Government Offices, Annual paid Leave :



