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i Abstract |

North Korean Copyright Law & Use and Issues of
North Korean Literary Works in South Korea

Eun-Suk, Choi

(Research Professor, The Institute For Far Eastern Studies, Kyungnam University)

In the knowledge-based society, the intellectual property such as in-
vention, trademark, and copyright is evaluated as valuable as the tangible
property like real estate. As the inter-Korean exchange will be resumed and
vitalized in the future, the exchange of literary works will be increased
gradually along with commodities trade. The North Korean materials, which
were limitedly brought in the South by certain qualified brokers due to in-
creased inter-Korean exchanges, are now available for anyone or any or—
ganization to obtain and display in the South after following a prescribed
procedure.

Thus, it is the reality that North Korea has raised the copyright issue on
its literary works as various of them are brought into and sold in the
South. Especially, as North Korea enacted "Copyright Law, in April, 2001,
revised it in February, 2006, and signed the Berne Treaty in April, 2003, the
copyright dispute on North Korean literary works has been raised as a ma-
jor issue between the two Koreas.

In this thesis, the part II carries actual conditions of copyright protection
in North Korea, and characteristics and main contents of related legislations.
The part I studies legal issues for using North Korean literary works in
the South, and standpoints of local courts on North Korean literary works.
The part IV compares and analyses copyright-related legislations of both
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Koreas, and seeks ways to exchange and cooperate South-North Korean

copyright issues. Lastly, the part V will conclude the study by placing a

solid conclusion.

@ Key words North Korean Copyright Law, Copyright Protection, Copyright

Exchange, Copyright Dispute, Berne Treaty, Copyright Treaty, WIPO,
TRIPs :



